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Report on BISWG Summer Conference 11 June 2014

The Power of Communication: Obstacles Presented by Acquired Brain Injury and How to Overcome Them
The conference was aimed at all professionals working in the field of brain injury.  The presentations addressed communication issues following brain injury from a range of professional and social areas including speech and language therapy, social media, assistive technology and online safety.  

1. Guy Soulsby, Chair of BISWG gave a brief introduction to how communication difficulties are covered in the Mental Capacity Act. 

2. Caroline Prosser from Headway presented an education session describing communication impairment following brain injury.  It outlined both speech and language impairments, as well as cognitive-communication and pragmatic impairments.  She detailed strategies regarding how to assist and support individuals with communication difficulties.

3. Samantha Anderson, Independent SLT, presented two cases of service users she has treated for communication impairment following brain injury.  She discussed their NHS care and subsequent private SLT input.  She outlined the impact of behavioural and cognitive difficulties post brain injury and gave examples of strategies to assist with supporting communication for these individuals.

4. Gary Derwent, Joint Head of Assistive Rehabilitation and Technology, Royal Hospital for Neuro-disability, provided updated information regarding the latest augmentative and alternative communication options.  He briefly discussed future changes to the way AAC services will be run across the country. 

5. Alan Earl, Harm Reduction Officer, South West Grid For Learning Trust (SWGFL), outlined both the positives and negatives of social media and online safety.

6. Louise Sheffield, Occupational Therapy Clinical Case Manager, Active Case Management  and Registered Intermediary, discussed the role of a Registered Intermediary and how they support witnesses with communication difficulties.  She outlined who is eligible for an Intermediary and who to contact if a client needs one.

7. Sarah Ezekiel, Eyegaze Artist, presented via her communication device.  She discussed her diagnosis of MND and subsequent deterioration in mobility and communication.  She talked about how her communication device has changed her life.  She also answered questions from the audience. 
The conference allowed for a wide range of professionals to come together to discuss the impact of communication impairment following brain injury and how these individuals can be supported to access appropriate services and be advocated for in the legal system.  It allowed for professionals to have a greater insight into different types of communication presentations and how these individuals can be supported to increase their independence and confidence to communicate successfully in their everyday environment.
As a SLT, I found it extremely useful to hear a multidisciplinary approach to communication impairment following brain injury.  It was great to be updated regarding the latest assistive technology and establish networks with SLTs and other professionals working in the same area. 
I think attendance at conferences like this one is extremely beneficial as it addresses issues that are sometimes seen as only important for one discipline.  It is important for everyone to share their knowledge and experience from a range of backgrounds to allow optimal outcomes for individuals following brain injury. 
Melissa received a grant from BISWG which included a place at the Conference and travel costs.

